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 Sea Basing, as part of Sea Power 21, will provide a complete base at sea from 

which joint forces can operate without the need for land bases.  Sea Basing will require 

the ability to transfer personnel and materiel at sea to a greater degree than ever possible 

before.  This transfer capability will encompass a broad spectrum of joint logistics 

platforms: from long-range sustainment vessels and aircraft to short-range, inter-theater 

air and surface lift craft. 

 

This paper will propose a concept design for the Intermediate Transfer Ship (ITS) which 

will implement the Sea Base vision as a platform from which to employ the Marine 

Expeditionary Brigade (MEB) 2015 strike group.  This strike group is the basis of future 

Marine Corps Ship To Objective Maneuver (STOM) operations, and as such is the basic 

unit that the sea base must support. 

 

The primary mission of the ITS is to serve as a sea based terminal, throughput 

center, and conduit for logistical support for the warfighter ashore.  The ITS will conduct 

this mission and support operations in a wide range of sea states.  The ITS will receive 

personnel and materiel from an advance base (e.g. Diego Garcia) via inter-theater lift 

assets (including the HSC and C-130J) and allow joint personnel to marry with their gear 

in preparation for movement to the joint force objective via intra-theater air and sea-lift 

assets (including the SeaBAC, LCAC, and MV-22).  Thus, the ITS provides the critical 

link required between 

inter-theater (advance 

base to sea base) and 

intra-theater (sea base to 

objective) transport 

craft.   

                                   Table 1 

LBP 305 m
Beam 41 m
Range 10000 nm
Max Speed 20 knots
Accommodations 3510 personnel
Propulsion Pods
Propulsion Plant IPS
Organic Lighterage 8 LCAC

Principal Ship Characteristics



                                        

The design of the ITS will take an overall systems approach in order to arrive at 

an optimized design that provides high throughput, scalability and adaptability.  This is 

performed by a cooperative design effort in which all of the components of the sea base 

Family of Ships (FOS) will be designed to interface with each other in an optimal way.  

Joint forces of the future will no longer have to rely on forward land bases or seaports for 

support.  Instead, the sea base FOS, with the ITS serving as a vital component, will allow 

joint forces to maneuver and project power directly to areas of conflict. 

Figure 1: ITS With HSC In Med-Moor Configuration 
 

Figure 2: ITS with 3 C-130Js On Deck 


